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“You’ll have to take our 
souls before you take a 


























“I love bikes, I love bikes 








































































































































































II. Chapter 1: Temporal Vertigo 
The Historical Narratives and 



































































Historical Narratives // 
	
A postcard collected by Egyptologist George Darresy (Salah, 2016, July 10) while working in 
Egypt at the beginning of the 20th century. This photograph illustrates the Holy Carpet 
“Mahmal” Ceremony, which is the carrying of the Kaaba cover to Mecca. This procession 





















































































































The above image, is a map from Rabbat’s book that is titled “the expansion of Cairo and Recession 















































































































































































































































































A zoomed in image of a map of Cairo from Description De L’Egypte that focuses on al-Hattaba. (Napoleon I, 






























































































































A picture of the citadel taken by K.A.C. Creswell found in Rambles in Cairo, with al-Hattaba found on the 































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































III. Chapter 2: Temporal Rupture 





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































IV. Chapter 3: Temporal Fluidity 






















































































































































































































































































































































V. Conclusion:  






































































































































































































































































































Poetics of Dust 
	
	 So,	I	hope	to	end	this	thesis	the	same	
way	that	I	began	it,	by	asking:	what	is	an	
ending,	and	how	do	we	discuss	it?	It	is	a	
difficult	task	to	consolidate	a	year’s	work	
and	to	give	it	a	finality	in	the	form	of	a	
conclusion.	As	I	have	described,	this	
thesis	was	an	attempt	to	explain,	
through	specific	encounters,	the	
complex	relationship	al-Hattaba	has	with	
time.	This	relationship	is	manifested	in	
rhythms,	and	the	rhythms	illustrate	
different	temporal	patterns	which	are	
each	complex	and	different,	but	are	
woven	into	each	other.	In	this	thesis,	I	have	attempted	to	discuss	three	temporal	patterns,	but	
the	patterns	discussed	are	not	all-encompassing.	They	are	simply	the	ones	that	I	was	able	to	
encounter	and	process	for	this	thesis.	There	are	still	other	patterns,	and	many	unseens	in	al-
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Hattaba.	And	just	like	‘Am	Fawzy’s	59	years,	there	are	stories	and	histories	that	get	buried	in	the	
background	of	other	more	contemporary	pictures,	just	like	how	the	59	years	can	be	swept	
behind	the	800	years,	when	in	actuality	it	is	the	59	years	that	come	together	and	multiply	like	
different	“constellations”	that	create	the	temporal	duration	of	800	years	(Benjamin,	1969,	p.	
263).		
	 Thus,	it	is	a	difficult	task	to	consolidate	this	thesis	and	to	merely	conclude	it,		
to	simply	give	it	a	finality.	In	doing	so,	I	realize	that	I	am	doing	a	disservice	to	the	endeavor	that	
this	thesis	is,	which	is	essentially	about	the	hope	that	can	be	found	in	navigating	and	
maneuvering	through	the	fluidity	of	time,	which	is	anything	but	linear,	and	anything	but	final.	
	 So,	I	hope	to	finish	this	thesis	with	a	metaphor	that	is	as	elusive	as	time;	as	there	is	
something	in	time	that	slips,	is	elusive,	is	seen	but	unseen,	but	is	always	there.	So,	allow	me	to	
leave	you	with	a	common	thread	that	is	weaving	all	the	rhythms,	and	patterns,	together.	That	
thread	is	also	based	in	time,	a	time	that	is	being	made	in	their	being	alive	and	collective	memory:	
in	the	non-tangible	glue	that	the	ovens	once	held	together,	the	dying	artisanship	and	emergence	
of	the	mass	production	of	certain	crafts,	and	the	self-destruction	of	homes.	And	this	thread,	I	
believe,	is	manifested	in	dust,	a	dust	that	although	metaphoric,	is	also	literal,	as	it	physically	
manifests	itself	in	each	of	these	patterns.	It	makes	itself	evident	and	physically	felt	as	one	moves	
through	al-Hattaba.	It	is	felt	in	the	sense	that	dust	settles	when	a	slow,	uninterrupted	aging	
process	through	time	is	occurring,	as	a	place	settles	and	aging	occurs,	as	the	dust	that	settles	
behind	closed	oven	doors.	But	dust	also	makes	itself	visible	in	a	moment	of	transformation,	as	
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dust	is	also	what	is	created	in	the	intimate	crafts	of	working	with	hands	(from	sawdust	to	sadaf,	
or	pearl	inlaying	shavings),	as	the	craftsman	etches	away	at	a	material	to	transform	it.	Dust	also	
results	not	only	in	decay,	or	in	dormant	states,	but	also	makes	itself	visible	in	transformative	
events,	as	when	a	home	is	destroyed	and	what	remains	is	concrete	and	dust.	
	 And	in	al-Hattaba,	this	dust	speaks	multitudes.	It	speaks	of	power,	when	a	home	is	
destroyed	in	the	hands	of	its	own	owner,	and	all	that	remains	is	a	phantom	limb	that	manifests	
itself	in	dust.	It	speaks	of	decay,	when	certain	historic	monuments	such	as	al-Shurafa,	which	
holds	strong	collective	memories	and	histories,	was	once	interacted	with	regularly,	but	now	has	
turned	into	a	chamber	of	garbage	and	dust.	It	speaks	to	the	dying	of	a	craft,	whose	maker	works	
alone	in	his	workshop,	working	months	at	a	time	for	a	craft	that	is	no	longer	“profitable”	in	the	
market.	And	in	this	process,	he	works	his	materials	and	the	dust	produced	cover	both	him	and	
his	companion	pieces.	It	speaks	to	the	loosening	of	community	ties,	when	collective	spaces	such	
as	ovens	have	been	closed	off,	and	what	once	held	the	bread	that	everyone	broke	together,	now	
only	holds	dust	behind	its	closed	doors.		
	 The	final	dust,	although	metaphoric,	and	cannot	be	seen,	is	a	non-tangible	serendipitous	
dust	that	emerges	in	the	poetics	of	the	encounter.	There	are	moments	even	in	al-Hattaba	where	
there	were	connections	between	the	locals	of	the	area,	and	the	rest	of	greater	Cairo,	branching	
from	to	Imam	al-Shaf’i	(whose	mausoleum	Megawra	BEC	is	currently	restoring),	to	Sabil	Om	
‘Abbas	(a	historic	monument	right	next	to	Megawra	BEC’s	new	Saliba	office),	to	el-	Gamaleya.	
And	in	these	encounters,	where	these	connections	were	made,	and	cosmic	dust	is	suddenly	felt,	
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showing	us	how	we	really	are	all	connected,	and	how	these	coincidences	are	not	mere	
coincidences,	but	rather	the	poetry	of	our	lives,	and	how	wholesome	it	is	to	work	with	love	and	
care. 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